
Sundays at 10:00 AM -- "Hope"
December 6th: 

December 13th: 

December 20th: 

December 27th: 

DECEMBER 2020

PILGRIM'S PROGRESS

Theme:  "HOPE"

November 29th:  "Where is Hope Hiding?"
December 6th:  "Is there Hope in Unrest?" 

December 13th:  "How to Keep Hoping - Hope for the
Long Haul"

December 20th:  "What Can I Do to be a Sign of
Hope?"

December 27th:  "Hope that Overwhelms Us"
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This is the season of the year when we all are grateful for electric lights. When the sun goes
down not long after 4:30 every afternoon it takes work to keep our spirits hopeful and our
outlook bright. For many of us, the season of Advent and Christmas, with its special music,
seasonal gatherings and decorations, has always come at just the right time of year.  These
once-a-year events have become cherished traditions that lifted our spirits when we needed
it. They  have helped us feel hopeful in literally the darkest time of the year.
 
We can all remember the look of the sanctuary at Christmas -- the Children’s Pageant, the
candlelight Christmas Eve, the favorite hymns we only sing once a year. So many of us
associate these events with Christmas, and they give the season its meaning for us. 

 I don’t have to tell you that this will be a very different holiday.  But I want to reassure you
that we are doing everything we can to think of ways to make this a meaningful holiday.  We
are planning some wonderful holiday events each Sunday in December leading up to
Christmas. You can read more about these on page 7.

My sermons in December will be about HOPE. We often talk about hope at this season.
The first candle on the Advent wreath is the candle of hope. But after 10 months of a
pandemic it is hard to keep your spirits up. The people in the Bible endured one
disappointment after another, and the Bible talks a lot about hope - how easy it is to lose
your hope and how to find it again. I “hope” you find that these messages lift your soul and
bring some of the Bible’s wisdom to the challenges we face today. 

This Pilgrim’s Progress comes with my “hope”  that you  find some special blessings this year
as we celebrate the birth of Christ. 

Waves of Faith
BY REV .  DR .  SUSAN CARTMELL
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Rev. Susan



We are all so used to John the Baptist that we don’t
see him the way he was viewed 2,000 years ago.
John was edgy and his message called people to
question the values of their time. His story reminds
us that prophets then and now are often harbingers
of hope. Their impatience for change is a sign of
hope and a reminder that we can build a better
world, if we really want to.

The prophet Isaiah talks about how hard it is to
be hopeful when you have endured many
setbacks and see no end in sight. Yet he held on
to a vision for a brighter day. He is stubborn in
his hope and he shows us how to find it now.
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Worship...

Sermons for Advent:  "Hope"

November 29, First Sunday in Advent:
Isiah 64:1-9 "Where is Hope Hiding?"

(Facebook live, pcchp.org, YouTube, or Instagram)

December 6, Second Sunday in Advent:
Mark 1:1-8  “Is There Hope in Unrest?”



Mary never expected to be a symbol of hope.
She didn’t expect to be a symbol of anything.
But when the opportunity came to become the
bearer of God’s good news she was ready. How
do we stand ready to allow God to use us to
bring good news?

The Bible has this great story about two people in
their 80’s who had been searching for a Messiah
all their lives. They were so hopeful that they took
up residence in Jerusalem and went to the
Temple every day. They had this intuition that
they’d see a sign, and one day they did. How do
you hope against hope like Simeon and Anna? 
 We could use a lesson in their persistent hope
today.
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December 13, Third Sunday in Advent:
Luke 2:25-28,36-38 "How to Keep
Hoping - Hope for the Long Haul"

Evening prayer services will continue to stream at 6 pm
on Wednesdays throughout the Winter

December 20, Fourth Sunday in Advent:
Luke 1:26-38 "What Can I Do to be a
Sign of Hope?"

The Shepherds were overwhelmed by a
choir that brought them the news that
God’s gift had been given to the world.
How in the world did these humble folks
see the signs of God’s grace first?  What
was it about these unlikely messengers
that made them perfect for this?

December 27,  First Sunday After
Christmas:
Luke 2:8-20 “Hope that Overwhelms Us.”

Worship...



Stay in touch 

"THE ROAD WE MAKE" -- PART TWO
Based on Brian McLaren's book "We Make the
Road by Walking," Revs. Peggy O'Connor and Ed
Farrell-Starbuck will continue their ZOOM
discussion group on Sundays at 4 PM. Call Val @
203-464-4470 or email office@pcchp.org to find out  
how to acquire the book and/or sign up.
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ZOOM with Rev. Susan and fellow Pilgrims after
Sunday worship service. Zoom in at 10:45 am, but
don't let technical difficulties stop you. (Call Rev.
Susan to join in or to get instructions, 781-635-
6104.) This is a great chance to catch up, share
concerns, and re-connect. 

DOUG WHEELER'S EVER POPULAR BIBLE
STUDY GROUP - - Tuesdays at 9 AM.

Open to everyone, the group is now studying
Genesis. ZOOM group discussion format.

 Call Doug at 774-237-0930 for more information.

...  by fostering relationships

. . . by joining a study group

. . . by knitting and chatting

Every Friday at 11:00 AM
Contact Deb @ 508-395-9207. 



____________________
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. . .By listening to music
FRED DRIFMEYER'S NEW CD

IS NOW AVAILABLE TO PURCHASE !

Order online @ www.pcchp.org or call the office @ 203-464-4470.

Stay in touch 

In spite of the pandemic, Matt Scinto's Cape Cod Chamber Orchestra
has been busy safely recording music.  

Listen for free or download at www.pcchp.org.

The CCCO is back!



Coming  to Pilgrim's Progress in January!
Spiritual Moments . . .

a series of brief inspirational blogs from Rev. Susan

Celebrate Christmas with the Pilgrim Community
Sundays throughout December @ 4 pm

Dec. 20th:
Candlelight journey to
Bethlehem. Children

invited to dress as Mary,
Joseph, shepherd, angel,

or star.
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Dec. 6th:
Annual Cookie Walk
on the lawn & tour of
decorated sanctuary

December 13th:
Wish tree - make an

ornament

Christmas Eve @ 4 pm:
Live nativity, soloist, and

Christmas candles for
all.

Events to be held on the lawn. Please wear a mask.

See preview on our website --  www,pcchp.org
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Images of Christmas Past . . . 



Ron Armbruster, who passed away earlier this year, has made
a legacy gift of $16,000 to the Church.  Ron’s gift will be added
to the Church’s endowment fund which, together with pledges
and other revenue, enables the spending that undergirds all of
our operations and activities.
     The Church’s Gifts and Investment Policy, adopted in 2018,
created the Founder’s Society to celebrate and recognize gifts
like Ron’s.  He now joins the Snow/Ellis Circle of the Founder’s
Society, named for two of the Church’s original founding
families.  Like our Founders, during his lifetime Ron generously
shared his time, talent, and treasure with his Pilgrim Church
family. 
     Now, his legacy gift embodies in a tangible way his deep and
abiding faith in the ministry of Pilgrim Church and his desire to
continue his support for the Church into the future.

Acknowledging Ron Armbruster's Bequest
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Honoring Pilgrim's members
and friends who passed in 2020

Sam Blodgett
James Cartmell 

Vernie Ellis
Dusty Morris
Nicki Palmer

Herb Peterson
Bill Picott

Evelyn Robinsom
Barbara Van Nortwick

Margie Welsh
Barby Worrest



With joy and Thanksgiving! Thank you, from Heidi
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Message of Thanksgiving to Pilgrim's Staff
from Clerk Heidi Nelson on behalf of Church Leadership

At the Annual Meeting on November 15th, Rev. Susan asked for a moment to recognize the staff, who
did an amazing job operating the church in the midst of a pandemic.  We share in that appreciation, and
add a few of our own notes of Thanksgiving!  We recognize....

Val Petersen, Church Administrator, who knew how to stay in constant contact with the membership,
consistently helpful and positive.
Debbie Larsson, Christian Education and After School Director, who kept our families connected and
supported, and provided leadership in re-designing the space for our children's programs.
Becky Sullivan, Media Specialist, who learned and mastered the audiovisual equipment for virtual
worship, taping and editing the services.  We love the artwork!
Marcia Witherell, Bookkeeper and our newest staff member, who came on board in the midst of a
pandemic and is a real trooper.
Fred Drifmeyer, Music Director, who is applying his creativity to a search for new ways to serve the
church through music.
Matt Scinto, Webmaster and Bell Choir Director, who learned how to perfect our on-line
communications.
John Gastol, Sexton, who worked hard to lay new flooring, refreshed new and old spaces with paint,
laid carpeting, renovated spaces as needed, and refinished the floors in the Christian Education area.

And where would we be without the leadership of our pastor, Rev. Dr. Susan Cartmell. Susan has
done a remarkable job keeping the congregation together during a rough time.  Through her sermons to
the collective and her individual pastoring, Susan has kept our faith strong. While many other churches
have floundered, Pilgrim Church has met every challenge and adapted to the 'new normal,' keeping us
as connected as a faith community can be.

We thank God for each of you as valued individuals, your individual and group contributions, and your
dedication to our congregation.



Test yourself:
Who said that he could now die, once he had seen the baby
Jesus?

Lectio Divina:
Numbers 6:25-26

More to the Story:
Find out what St. Francis has to do with the Christmas story as 
we know it..

December 03:  Mary Picott
December 04:  David Gould
December 05:  Roxana Terwilliger
December 13:  Sallejane Rivard
December 14:  Jannell Brown
December 17:  Margaret Otis
December 18:  Bill Wilson
December 27:  Beverly Winston
December 27:  Matthew Hunt
December 30:  Lynda Burwell

Happy Birthday!

Please continue to remember your
loved ones by lighting the steeple in
their honor.
  
Contact Carolee @ 508-430-2594
or Val  at office@pcchp.org
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Steeple Lightings

November 15th-30th
Evelyn Robinson

In loving memory  from her friends
Louise & Bob Moline

December 1st - 31st
Remembering my Mother, 

Evelyn Robinson
from Amy Brady

. . . a note from the office

The office is open remotely from
Monday through Friday from 9am to 2
pm.  The best way to contact Val is at
203-464-4470 or office@pcchp.org.

Loving and Using Your Bible...
                                 In loving memory of Nicki Palmer                                                

Written transcripts and audio CDs of Rev. Susan's
recorded services are readily available. 
Contact Val at 203-464-4470 or  at office@pcchp.org
to receive either by  mail.



Pilgrim Church IN THE MEDIA!
Cape Cod Times:
January 19 - MATTERS OF FAITH: Do we want to live
in a world of quid pro quo?
https://www.capecodtimes.com/opinion/20200119/matter
s-of-faith-do-we-want-to-live-in-world-of-quid-pro-quo
February 2 -MATTERS OF FAITH: My way or the
highway: Living in a partisan world  
https://www.capecodtimes.com/news/20200202/matters-
of-faith-my-way-or-highway-living-in-partisan-world
February 17 - MATTERS OF FAITH: Honesty, integrity
bedrock virtues of our Nation
https://www.capecodtimes.com/opinion/20190217/matter
s-of-faith-honesty-integrity-bedrock-virtues-of-our-nation
February 27 - "On the Mark" Ashes to Go
April 5, 2020 -  Churches, Synagogues, Mosques
Nonessential? Hardly.
https://www.capecodtimes.com/opinion/20200405/church
es-synagogues-mosques-nonessential-hardly
May 3 - MATTERS OF FAITH: Year of Wonder
BEST BETS & CapeCodOnline: David Roth worship
service. Watch for other events!
Cape Cod Chronicle: April 23 p. 43 "Pilgrim Kids
Program"  
Arts Council Online Listings: David Roth Worship
Service. Watch for other events!
SPOTLIGHT - So. NE Conference, United Church of
Christ: June 9, 2020 "Afterschool Program Goes
Online." "https://www.sneucc.org/news?topic=15182

533 Route 28
PO Box 247
Harwich Port, MA 02646

508-432-1668
office@pcchp.org
www.pcchp.org

Pilgrim Congregational
Church

WWW.PCCHP.ORG

Read the articles through our website pcchp.org 
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