
PILGRIM'S PROGRESS
JANUARY 2021

Theme: "Grace"

January 10th: "The Heavens are Splitting"
 

January 17th: "Being Known"
 

January 24th: "Choosing God"

God so often comes close to us....
if only we can see it!
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The Grace of a New Beginning

This January as we begin a New Year following a really hard year, we all have a sense of anticipation.
We are eager to begin afresh most years at this time but that is especially true in 2021. We hope for
better days ahead, and we want to make ourselves ready for them. 
 
The Church calendar is set up so that we can take a journey with Jesus through the year. After we
have celebrated His birth we jump over his childhood and youth and pick up the story of Jesus as he
begins his ministry at the age of 30. This January I want to examine the beginning of Christ’s ministry.
What was it about Jesus that made him the man he was?  Why did people notice him, or follow him?
What was it about Jesus that made people feel or sense that he was close to God? I think that quality
is grace. 
 
When we talk about grace most of us think about the prayer you say before a meal. But all religions
talk about grace, from Buddhists to Muslims. For Christians, grace is the special connection with God
that you feel sometimes, when God seems to be close to you. Some sense God’s presence at the
Lord’s Table in the Sacrament of Communion. Others feel it is epitomized in the closeness of a
baptism. 
 
But what grace conveys is always a sense of the presence of God. It’s a feeling or an intuition more
than a concrete thing you could prove. But it is real. It was real when people left their day jobs to follow
this itinerant preacher. And Christ’s charisma cannot be written off because his disciples lived 2000
years ago. Skepticism was alive then, too.

I think when we stop to consider it, we all have experiences when God was close, whether we know it
or not. When we stand on a beach to watch the sun rise or set there is a feeling of something we
cannot name. When we see a newborn or draw close to someone who is in hospice care, we feel
“something”. When we gazed last week at the star of Bethlehem we felt a reality beyond our own
lives. Even in the commotion of Christmas Eve with Kristen’s opera-trained voice and the simple farm
animals, and the spontaneous re-enactment, people were crying, and they were not sad.  
 
In January, I will preach about Grace and the way God so often comes close to us today, if only
we can see it.

Waves of Faith
BY REV .  DR .  SUSAN CARTMELL
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Rev. Susan
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January Sermons . . .

"Grace"

Skaket Beach Sunset, December 2020
photograph by Bruce Conley

Orleans, Massachusetts

 



When Jesus came to the River Jordan to be
baptized, he was young and unknown. But
something happened that told the people there
that day that this young man was special, different
from the others. The only words they had to
explain it were “The heavens were splitting.” What
is it that tells us we have come into God’s
presence?  What is it that makes us notice the
divine in our midst?  How do we find God today?

When he called his disciples Jesus spoke to
them in a way that communicated his ability to
listen to what they said and see into their hearts.
He had a keen eye for observation and a way of
connecting so that people felt his heart almost
before they knew what had happened. Does
God see you? Does God care enough to know
what you want in life?  What would it take to
really sense God’s presence
like that?
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Sunday, January 10th: "The Heavens
are Splitting" (Mark 1:4-11)

Evening prayer services will continue to stream at 6 pm on
Wednesdays throughout the Winter

pcchp.org, Facebook, YouTube

Sunday, January 17th: "Being Known"
(John 1:43-51)

Grace is not just a glow of good feelings. When
we feel grace we decide whether to follow it, or
not. We decide whether to cultivate a place in our
hearts for grace, or not. But once we’ve seen
God’s presence, the ball is in our courts. How do
you choose God today? What decisions will draw
you closer to God, and what will drive you in the
opposite direction?

Sunday, January 24th: "Choosing God"
(Mark 1:21-28)

Worship...



During the Pandemic . . . 
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Our Media Specialist, Becky Sullivan, has joined a
group of tech Deacons and is sharing ideas with other
churches while learning about resources for our online
ministry.

Rev. Susan has completed a training session with the
Worship Design Studio. The program proved to be
instrumental in providing inspiration for improving online
services, i.e. using candles and pictures in designing
worship for Advent, using more pictures during the
service and designing the All Saints Worship service. 

This January, Rev. Susan will be leading a workshop
with clergy in Rhode Island entitled "Preaching in the
Pandemic." The workshop features three sessions
where participants will share ideas for sermons and
beyond. The group will also plan services for Lent
together.

Our CE and Drop-in Center Director, Deb Larsson has been
developing an online Sunday School Program. This will be
available to all of us, as well as to a broader online
community.

Music Director Fred Drifmeyer produced two CDs, both
available for sale on our website or by calling Val at
203-464-4470.

Pilgrim's Missions Committee has continued to reach out to the
community by making cash contributions to the following
organizations: Faith Family Kitchen, MACUCC, After Prom
Committee, The Family Pantry, Alzheimer's Family Support, Duffy
Health Center, Perkins School for the Blind, The Children's Center,
Gosnold, Hands of Hope Outreach CCC, Homeless in Harwich,
Friends of Harwich Youth, KDG Cape&Is Early Intervention, Lower
Cape Outreach.



Ongoing . . . 

"THE ROAD WE MAKE" PART TWO -- Sundays at 4 PM.
Based on Brian McLaren's book "We Make the Road by
Walking," Revs. Peggy O'Connor and Ed Farrell-Starbuck will
continue their ZOOM discussion group. Call Val @ 203-464-
4470 or email office@pcchp.org to sign up.
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ZOOM with Rev. Susan and fellow Pilgrims after Sunday
worship service. Zoom in at 10:45 am, but don't let technical
difficulties stop you. (Call Rev. Susan to join in or to get
instructions, 781-635-6104.) This is a great chance to catch
up, share concerns, and re-connect. 

DOUG WHEELER'S EVER POPULAR BIBLE STUDY
GROUP - - Tuesdays at 9 AM.
Open to everyone, the group is now studying Genesis.
ZOOM group discussion format.
Call Doug at 774-237-0930 for more information.

KNIT AND CHAT -- 
Every Friday at 11:00 AM
Contact Deb @ 508-395-9207.

CAPE COD CHAMBER ORCHESTRA
Online Concerts at pcchp.org

New . . .
Join Susan to talk about the sermons in January and share your
own ideas about grace -- Wed. Jan 27th from 7 - 8 p.m. on Zoom. 
To sign up call Val @ 203-464-4470 or email office@pcchp.org.



WWW.PCCHP.ORG PAGE 07

A December to Remember

On December 22nd, a group of approximately 30 Pilgrims gathered just after sunset at Red River
Beach to view the conjunction of Jupiter and Saturn, a phenomenon that has not occurred since the
mid-1600's. Words cannot describe the spiritual experience that all shared and will cherish for years to
come.

Viewing the "Star of Bethlehem"

The weeks leading to Christmas were filled with activities that invited the entire Harwich Port
community to join us on the lawn.  From cookie sales, to ornament-making, the festivities culminated in
a Christmas Eve live nativity and brief service, featuring Rev. Susan; Kristen Howard, soprano; Fred
Drifmeyer, piano, and intrepid volunteers dressed as the holy family.  The farm animals were provided
by Jeff Brown, to whom we are very grateful.
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What Does "Grace" Mean to You?

What DOES grace mean to you? After hearing or reading Rev.
Susan's January sermons, you may have some new ideas.  Join
Susan in a ZOOM discussion on  Wed. January 27th from 7-8 pm
(see page 6). Or, we invite you to share, through Pilgrim's Progress,
your thoughts, poems, pictures...anything that feels like "grace" has
entered your life. Please submit to Val at office@pcchp.org, or via mail
to the church office. Submissions may of course be anonymous.



Test yourself:
There are many kings of Israel and Judah that the Bible
evaluates as having been "wicked." What was the primary
wickedness of these wicked kings?

Lectio Divina:
Joel 2:13

More to the Story:
What were the "high places" so often condemned in the Old
Testament?

January 04:   Susannah Brown
January 07:   Heidi Nelson
January 08:    William Martin
January 10:    Frances Nelson
January 11:    John Geurtsen
January 13:    Gail Marshall
January 15:    Karin Larson
January 16:    Muriel Colthart
January 21:    Gayle Bartels

Happy Birthday!

 
Please continue to remember your
loved ones by lighting the steeple
in their honor.
  
Contact Carolee @ 508-430-2594
or Val  at office@pcchp.org

 

WWW.PCCHP.ORG PAGE 09

Steeple Lighting
 

January 1 - 31
In memory of Joanne Darvish,

who was a great friend.
 

Maureen Moline
 

. . . a note from the office

The office is open remotely from
Monday through Friday from 9am to 2
pm.  The best way to contact Val is at
203-464-4470 or office@pcchp.org.

Loving and Using Your Bible...
                                 In loving memory of Nicki Palmer                                                Dear Pilgrim friends,

     I am honored to have the opportunity to take up authorship of this
feature of Pilgrim’s Progress, stepping into the shoes of my dear friend
Nicki Palmer.  My style for the feature will be my own, but I expect to
continue to design each one in three parts, similar to Nicki’s plan.  
     The first section is Test Yourself.   Each month you should see
whether you already know, can guess, or can figure out the answer
before you look it up.
     The middle section is a verse chosen for Lectio Divina. Nicki briefly
explained that practice like this:  Read the passage...slowly...2 or 3
times:  What message might God be wanting you to think about in the
passage...a word? a phrase? does it remind you of something else you
need to ponder?
     The third section is called More to the Story, and asks you
to investigate some aspect of the Bible more deeply.  I will try to chose
a question each month that will be related to the Test Yourself topic.
     Finally, after you do these exercises, you should feel free
to contact me for more information. Thank you to all who will be using
this column to get to know your Bibles better.

Bethany Holley Craig



Pilgrim Church IN THE MEDIA!
Cape Cod Times:
January 19 - MATTERS OF FAITH: Do we want to live
in a world of quid pro quo?
https://www.capecodtimes.com/opinion/20200119/matter
s-of-faith-do-we-want-to-live-in-world-of-quid-pro-quo
February 2 -MATTERS OF FAITH: My way or the
highway: Living in a partisan world  
https://www.capecodtimes.com/news/20200202/matters-
of-faith-my-way-or-highway-living-in-partisan-world
February 17 - MATTERS OF FAITH: Honesty, integrity
bedrock virtues of our Nation
https://www.capecodtimes.com/opinion/20190217/matter
s-of-faith-honesty-integrity-bedrock-virtues-of-our-nation
February 27 - "On the Mark" Ashes to Go
April 5, 2020 -  Churches, Synagogues, Mosques
Nonessential? Hardly.
https://www.capecodtimes.com/opinion/20200405/church
es-synagogues-mosques-nonessential-hardly
May 3 - MATTERS OF FAITH: Year of Wonder
BEST BETS & CapeCodOnline: David Roth worship
service. Watch for other events!
Cape Cod Chronicle: April 23 p. 43 "Pilgrim Kids
Program";  Nov 5 - "Election Eve Vigil"
Arts Council Online Listings: David Roth Worship
Service. Watch for other events!
SPOTLIGHT - So. NE Conference, United Church of
Christ: June 9, 2020 "Afterschool Program Goes
Online." "https://www.sneucc.org/news?topic=15182

533 Route 28
PO Box 247
Harwich Port, MA 02646

508-432-1668
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Pilgrim Congregational
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Read the articles through our website pcchp.org 
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