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This September our sermon series is entitled “Wilderness:  Finding our Way without a Map.” As
we start the fall our world continues to be in a time of partial shut-down as we approach another
season with COVID 19. As September dawns we have our fingers crossed hoping that this school
year begins uneventfully and the new protocols for Monomoy Schools will keep all our kids safe. But
it is not the Fall we expected is it? It is not like any school year we can remember.

Back in March when the World Health Organization announced a pandemic and the Commonwealth
announced guidelines for social distancing and we all hoped things would be back to normal in
several months. But the finish line keeps moving, evaporating.  The spring stretched into the summer
and now the summer is leaning into the fall with no concrete end in sight.  While there are
reasonably optimistic projections for vaccine trials, ideas about how it will be distributed are all over
the map.

The wilderness times in the Bible and in our own lives are times when people found themselves
thrust into new territory. They are times when it feels like you don’t have a map and you are lost. But
the Bible also teaches us that the wilderness times are also times of growth. Though we may feel
lost, God finds us, and often God leads us.

The measure of people has always been how they respond when they are tested and there are
many signs of hope here, that I see. While this is an uncertain time there are plenty of examples of
selflessness, decency and goodness in this church and in the wider community. I feel blessed to see
these qualities in so many of you.
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Waves of Faith
BY REV .  DR .  SUSAN CARTMELL
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Two days ago I visited a woman who felt called to make a substantial gift to the Online Ministry
upgrade. She told me she hadn’t planned to but felt led to this decision through her prayer life.  
Then I visited with a family with someone in hospice care.  The house was sad but a generous
spirit engulfed their home.  Yesterday afternoon, I met on the church lawn with a couple planning
a September wedding. Wedding plans over a year in the making, have been trimmed and
changed many times so now  we expect a beach ceremony with a small reception in the rented
house where Marion Marsh lived for decades. I met with them in the Memorial Garden, seated on
benches, safely six feet apart. The sun was exuberant and the breeze perfect that afternoon. This
couple was excited to be planning their big day as we sat, surrounded by so many Pilgrims who
had gone before, yet looking forward with hope to the new family these two were so eager to
start. 
 
This wilderness experience has tested us but not defeated us. It has tried our patience but not
compromised our humanity. It has brought us to our knees but not eliminated our creative spirit.
Though we have no map for this we continue to journey on striving to live with grace, good humor
and hope. Even the wilderness spaces in life cannot take those things away, unless we give up on
ourselves. I see people all around who are not defeated even in hard moments made more
complex by the pandemic. I see people who are resilient and courageous and kind through it all. 
 
God’s strength be with you when you need it. May the real hope of faith continue to guide you. 

Rev. Susan

Waves of Faith....continued

Don't Do this Alone!
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Worship...

Sermons for September: 
"Wilderness:  Finding our Way Without a Map"

September 6th:  "Scared" (Exodus 32: 1-6)

Life has its scary moments. It is easy to become so terrified that you make decisions you are not
proud of. That is human. Here in the Bible is a story of the Hebrew people who god so scared
without Moses that they started to worship an idol. It seems strange to us because most of us
would never parade around a statue, but we all know how easy it is to be so scared you make
bad decisions.



The joke is that everyone has been wearing sweat pants and staying up until all hours
because it does not matter that much in a pandemic. But our decisions may not matter to
others but they matter to us. And living intentionally during a pandemic can be life-giving for
you.  

Jesus faced his own demons in the wilderness. There he felt tempted and tested. In the end
his strength of character proved the making of him and the story of Christ’s wilderness
experience has a lot to tell us today about how how people find the strength to resist
temptations in this pandemic.

WWW.PCCHP.ORG PAGE 05

September 13th:  "Tested" (Matthew 4: 1-4)

September 20th:  "Lost & Found" (Genesis 21: 17-21)

The normal response to a wilderness experience like this one in the pandemic is to feel lost.
We don’t have a map for this. Now as it stretches on we are searching for clues.  But the Bible
tells us that often the times when we feel most lost are the very times when we discover God
is searching for us. 
 
Hagar and Ishmael found themselves in the wilderness and felt so lost. They feared that they
would die and then they had an amazing experience of being touched by an angel, a visitor
with a message from God.



Services can be viewed live on Facebook Live, or at any time on our
website (pcchp.org), Instagram, or YouTube.  Written transcripts and
audio CDs are also available. Contact Val at 203-464-4470 or 
office@pcchp.org to receive either in the mail.
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September 22nd:  "Saved" (Exodus 2: 1-10)

Moses might have been a victim of the times. He might have been sacrificed by the cruel edict of
the Pharaoh, but instead he was saved. His salvation is a story of hope and character that has a
lot to teach us. Today, we are surrounded by examples of people who are doing extraordinary
things for others - things that are saving them and saving all of us. It’s up lifting.



Stay in touch...

"THE ROAD WE MAKE" -- PART TWO
Based on Brian McLaren's book "We Make the
Road by Walking," Revs. Peggy O'Connor and Ed
Farrell-Starbuck will continue their ZOOM
discussion group on Sundays at 4 PM. Call Val @
203-464-4470 or email office@pcchp.org to find out  
how to acquire the book and/or sign up.
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REV SUSAN HOSTS A ZOOM COFFEE HOUR at
10:45 AM after Sunday's 10:00 AM worship. You
can participate via your computer or phone and will
be sent a ZOOM invitation via email a few minutes
in advance. Grab a cuppa and call Rev. Susan if
you do not receive an invitation and would like to
join in!  (781-635-6104)

YARD SALE ON LABOR DAY WEEKEND! Our hard
work is paying off! So far, we have earned over $2,000.
So do come to say hello, volunteer, or shop. Donations?
Contact Peggy at peggy.occonnor1@comcasat.net.

FEELING THE NEED TO TALK? 
Rev Susan would love to hear from you. 

781-635-6104 



This summer marks the 50th anniversary of when I first stepped up to the plate for the Harwich
Mariners in the Cape Cod Baseball League at age 17. To help us all get through this season
absent of peanuts and cracker jacks, I thought I would share my family’s unique story, with four
generations of locally grown Cape League players, and provide some insight into the evolution of
the league and the life lessons playing baseball has to offer.

My grandfather, Fred Crowell, pitched in the Cape League in the 1920s. Legend has it that on one
Fourth of July he pitched for Harwich in the morning and then rode his bike to Chatham and
pitched for Chatham in the afternoon. My grandmother, not knowing much about baseball, first saw
him play in a high school game in which he struck out 25 of 27 batters in nine innings. On the way
home, she told her friend that she didn’t think that Fred Crowell was that good. “He couldn’t even
throw the ball so that the batters could hit it!”

Fred was going to sign with the Chicago White Sox, but had to pass due to an arm injury. He then
founded Fred Crowell Construction in Harwich. My father, Fred Crowell Jr., signed with the Boston
Braves out of Harwich High School, but had to forgo a baseball career due to World War II. He
enlisted in the Navy and trained to be a fighter pilot on aircraft carriers. In the early 1940s, he was
assigned to Chapel Hill, N.C., and played on the U.S. Navy baseball team with Ted Williams,
Johnny Pesky, and Johnny Sain.

https://www.capecodtimes.com/sports/20200725/cape-cod-baseball-league-crowell-family-affair
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"Cape Cod Baseball League a Crowell Family Affair," by
Billy Crowell (Cape Cod Times July 26, 2020)

In case you missed it . . .
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Thank you for your continued support!

Generous contributions from the following people have
allowed us to begin purchasing the equipment we need to

improve the quality of our online services. (Note that this list
may not be complete at time of publication. However, please

let us know if your name was ommitted.)
Susan Cartmell & Peggy O'Connor

Bethany Craig
Bill Crowell

Al Eaton & Barbara Prindle Eaton
Marion Mangels

Beverly & Bruce Nightingale
Robert Parr
Matt Scinto

Michael & Martha Sekerak
Robin Shaw

Dona & John Webber
Claire Wilcox & Joan Rosazza

Derry Winch
Christina Wiseman

Julia Yaw
Kathy Zimmerman

Although we are rapidly approaching our goal, we are not quite there yet. Any help would be
appreciated. You can donate at www.pcchp.org or by mailing a check, designated for "online

ministry", to Pilgrim Church, PO Box 247, Harwich Port, MA 02646.



Hi Pilgrims!  

While our chamber orchestra misses performing at Pilgrim very much we were fortunate enough
to film and record a virtual concert recently at the Yarmouth Preservation Hall. We are aiming to
premiere this concert online on October 2nd. More details to come, but for the time being I'd
implore you to check out our YouTube Channel for our older concerts (visit YouTube.com
and search "Cape Cod Chamber Orchestra"). Picture below is from our recent recording session.  

See everyone soon!
Matt Scinto
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A Perfect Day for Singing to Ray Hecht. 

And the beat goes on . . .

A note from Matt Scinto . . .

(Left to right) Front: Ray Hecht, Linda Kidd. Back: Carol Wiley, Doug Wheeler, Jan Wilson,
 Carolee Wentworth, Gil Stone, Joan Rosazza, Dona Webber, Claire Wilcox. 

Other members not present: Molly Chapman & Barbara Wellnitz



Test yourself:
What did Jesus say should be given to Caesar? In what
setting did he say that?

Lectio Divina:
I Corinthians 3: 16

More to the Story:
OKAY -- back to school. I would like you to find a book in the
Bible with which you are not very familiar and learn what its
theme is and several books that surround it so you can more
easily find this in the future. You are also invited to READ
that book of the Bible!  (Don't go choosing the shortest one!!)

September 01:    Bob Moline
September 14:    Sally Hayes
September 16:    Marion Mangels
September 16:    Gregory Winston
September 18:    Lois Eaton
September 21:    Barbara Wellnitz
September 26:    Dove Engberg

Happy Birthday!

Please continue to remember your
loved ones by lighting the steeple in
their honor.
  
Contact Carolee @ 508-430-2594
or Val  at office@pcchp.org
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Steeple Lightings

. . .from the office

The office is open remotely from
Monday through Friday from 9am to 2
pm.  The best way to contact Val is at
203-464-4470 or office@pcchp.org.

August 28th — to celebrate our
grandson Parker's 8th birthday
(from Val & Ron Petersen)

September 14th —to honor 
 teachers, administrators, &
students as they return to
school (from Val Petersen)

Loving and Using Your Bible...
                                 In loving memory of Nicki Palmer                                                

Missing your church friends?

Share old photos, anecdotes, and stories
in next month's Pilgrim's Progress. Contact

Val for more information! 203-464-4470.



Pilgrim Church IN THE MEDIA!
Cape Cod Times:
January 19 - MATTERS OF FAITH: Do we want to live
in a world of quid pro quo?
https://www.capecodtimes.com/opinion/20200119/matter
s-of-faith-do-we-want-to-live-in-world-of-quid-pro-quo
February 2 -MATTERS OF FAITH: My way or the
highway: Living in a partisan world  
https://www.capecodtimes.com/news/20200202/matters-
of-faith-my-way-or-highway-living-in-partisan-world
February 17 - MATTERS OF FAITH: Honesty, integrity
bedrock virtues of our Nation
https://www.capecodtimes.com/opinion/20190217/matter
s-of-faith-honesty-integrity-bedrock-virtues-of-our-nation
February 27 - "On the Mark" Ashes to Go
April 5, 2020 -  Churches, Synagogues, Mosques
Nonessential? Hardly.
https://www.capecodtimes.com/opinion/20200405/church
es-synagogues-mosques-nonessential-hardly
May 3 - MATTERS OF FAITH: Year of Wonder
BEST BETS & CapeCodOnline: David Roth worship
service. Watch for other events!
Cape Cod Chronicle: April 23 p. 43 "Pilgrim Kids
Program"  
Arts Council Online Listings: David Roth Worship
Service. Watch for other events!
SPOTLIGHT - So. NE Conference, United Church of
Christ: June 9, 2020 "Afterschool Program Goes
Online." "https://www.sneucc.org/news?topic=15182

533 Route 28
PO Box 247
Harwich Port, MA 02646

508-432-1668
office@pcchp.org
www.pcchp.org

Pilgrim Congregational
Church
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