
PILGRIM'S PROGRESS
JUNE 2020

2020: A Summer for a New Vision

June  7: "Visions and Dreams"
 

June 14:  "What Makes a Community?"  
 

June 21:  "A Community's Grief - Ezekiel"  
 

June 28:  "Making Sense of this Together - Job"  

June's Theme:  Community
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What if we are in the middle of a monumental transition in human history? What if things
won’t be the same after this pandemic?  What if it is impossible to get back to normal
because too much has already changed, even what normal looks like? What if historians
will look back on this moment and see it as a giant hinge, that swings humankind into a
new direction? 
 
Last Sunday Pulitzer Prize winning historian Jon Meacham wrote an essay that got me
thinking about the role of pandemics in shaping history. He pointed out that the Bubonic
or Black Plague in the 1300 - 1400’s was the most deadly in human history, with a death
toll of one third of Europe’s population, but it was also an agent for change. As it ravaged
the populace that refused to social distance, it challenged the power of the Church and all
social order. The questions it planted in people’s minds gave them a new appreciation for
individuality and set the stage for the Protestant Reformation.
 
Meacham says the plague caused people to question the order of Medieval institutions.
The suffering was too great, and the upset too substantial to return to normal. Instead
“The Black death may have been the unrecognized beginning of modern man.”
 {Jon Meacham: “The Long View: Pandemics Past,” The New York Times Book Review,
Sunday May 24, 2020}
 
This year 2020 has been nothing like we expected it would be. The pandemic has
changed our routines, upset our schedules, furloughed workers and side-lined students. It
has done more that disrupt the spring and potentially the summer. Already in these three
months, the pandemic has caused many families to re-imagine work, re-fashion home-
life, re-connect with nature. Patterns are shifting. Folks are questioning. Even when many
states are starting to re-open, lots of people remain cautious about what amount of risk
they are willing to take and whether they will resume their old habits any time soon. 
 
But this is also a time of creativity. People are learning online, partying in masks on
lawns, and re-thinking what is essential.  It has proved to be a time to imagine new ways
to work, to do recreation and be together. It is not lost on most of us that this is all taking
place in the year 2020 - which is not just a date but a term for clear vision. If you have
20/20 eyesight, you see perfectly. So it makes you wonder what we are seeing, and what
it all could mean. It makes you wonder if wrapped in this hard moment is also the promise
of new vision. 
 
This summer I will preaching sermons on the theme 2020: A Summer for New Visions. 

Stay tuned,
 

Rev. Susan

Waves of Faith
BY REV .  DR .  SUSAN CARTMELL
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2020: A Summer for New Visions
This summer our sermons will all focus on the lessons we are learning in this time of adversity.
No one really learns in times of ease, but sadly, it takes true adversity to teach us the most
precious pieces of wisdom in our lives. The Bible was written about people whose faith was
founded  originally in the midst of a time of true adversity, a journey through a literal wilderness.
But for most of us it is the wilderness trips we take that open doors to new understanding about
life and faith. This summer our sermons will focus on the lessons of this pandemic. I will be
talking about how to find real community, how to shape a more just society, and how to imagine
the future.
 
Challenges like this pandemic offer vision and hope if you look closely enough. Every wilderness
experience opens our eyes to new questions, new insights and new hope for the future.
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             Theme for June - "Community"
 
When the world stood still in mid-March we engaged in a community effort
to contain our common enemy the Coronavirus, COVID 19. We have
learned a lot about what it means to be part of a community. In this time of
social distancing neighbors have become friends. Strangers have showed
great generosity. People have risen to new heights of compassion. In June
our sermons will examine the lessons we are learning about real
community.

(continued on page 4)
 

Come . . .



(continued from page 3)
 
June 7  Visions and Dreams
We imagine we want to be left alone but human beings are social, and
this coronavirus has taught us how much we need one another.  Acts
2: 1-15  -  Let’s look at the story of Pentecost through the lens of the
coronavirus.
 
 
June 14  What Makes a Community?   The first churches were
places where people really shared their lives, their assets, their hopes.
Eating together, their children grew up together and when they were
afraid of persecution, they huddled together. Acts 4:32-37.  in the face
of Roman persecution these communities created families out of
friends. People found strength to carry on. 
 
June 21  A Community’s Grief  - Ezekiel. God  called Ezekiel to be
a prophet in one of the hardest times in Israel’s history. The people
had lost their land, their temple and  risked losing their very identity.
The prophet demonstrated how to be a community by seeing their
losses and grieving them. It is not easy to think about some of the
losses we have endured as a nation this year. But there is a sense of
release and even hope when we talk about them.
 
  
June 28  Making Sense of This Together  - Job.   We will examine
the age-old question of Why do bad things happen to good people?
That question is the one Job wrestles with, and the one we have to
ask in this moment in history. How do we make sense of a pandemic?
 

Our prayer worship will continue to be held on Wednesdays at 6 PM.
As with all services, you may attend at the actual time via Facebook
or at any time on our website -  www.pcchp.org.
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Come . . .

Where is God in this moment?



Grow . . .

 What does it mean to have faith today?  

Where do we find faith when so much is changing? 

How does the Bible come alive in this moment in human
history?  

 

 

 
Join Peggy O'Connor and Ed Farrell-Starbuck for a lively
discussion based on a book written by one of the great public
theologians of our time, Brian McLaren. His book, We Make the
Road By Walking  offers a new look at the Bible through a
progressive lens, ideal for today. Ed led this class at the local
Methodist church to a packed audience. It was, and is so
relevant to the questions people are asking now. Every chapter
is chock full of questions to encourage us to engage with
scripture in ways that make it vital to our lives today.  
 
This is a special opportunity to learn, to grow and to engage is a
fascinating conversation with two excellent teachers. 
 
To sign up for these offerings, e-mail Valerie - office@pcchp.org
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Grow . . .

SPECIFICS:
 

We will meet weekly via ZOOM to discuss the readings and to share questions and reactions. The
chapters in the book are each 3 to 4 pages long (10-12 minute read) and we will read two
chapters a week (20-30 minutes of reading).  Each week, at the end of the class, the leaders will
provide you with the next week’s assignment and discussion questions. 
 
The book is divided into 4 parts. We will start with the Introduction and part 1, Alive in the Story of
Creation. This will take us 7 weeks. As we traverse those weeks we can and may well make
adjustments that work for the group. When we have completed Part 1 we may take a week or two
break and then start on Part 2.
 

In other words: We will make this road by walking.

Growing Faith in a Pandemic
 

. . . an online class beginning June 7th @ 4 PM
 



Test yourself:
What is a "eunuch" and what famous one figured into Paul's life?
 
 
 
Lectio Divina:
Hebrews 10:23
 
 
More to the Story:
Read some places in the Bible where HOSPITALITY is a theme.
Some have hospitality approaches that we would NOT consider
appropriate today. What might this include? What are the things that
the references talk about that ARE more aligned with what we think in
terms of hospitality?

Grow . . .

Loving and Using Your Bible...
                                               In loving memory of Nicki Palmer                                

WWW.PCCHP.ORG PAGE 06

Grow . . .

BIBLE STUDY WITH DOUG WHEELER
Currently focusing on The Psalms, Doug Wheeler's Bible Study Group will

continue via ZOOM videoconferencing, meeting Tuesdays at 9 AM.  If
anyone wishes to join in, please contact Doug at drwccdm@gmail.com



Pilgrim’s Drop in Center is still moving forward with extensive renovations while its director, Deb Larsson,
recently revealed that she had been working on furthering her already impressive education by completing a 4-
course certificate program in Children's Ministry through The Richard and Julia Wilke Institute for Discipleship
at Southwestern College.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Deb, retired after 40 years of teaching in a special education program at Accept Education Collaborative in
Framingham, moved to the Cape with her wife Becky Sullivan in  2016. Lucky for us, they chose Pilgrim as
their church and immediately became active in several programs … Deb in the school program and Becky
managing the Thrift Shop.  Deb was hired by Rev. Susan and Sally Smith to start the After School Drop In
Center in the fall of 2017.  In the past 3 years, she has managed to create a home-like environment in our
church basement for a mixed age group (ages 5 - 8), all the while finding a way to provide educational and
relaxing, fun experiences.  Over 30 kids are now enrolled after starting with 1 kindergarten student in 2017. In
the summer, the Center offers a two-week “Kindness” camp. The pictures below speak for themselves!
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The kids have become so fond of Deb and Becky (who now teaches in the program), that during this pandemic
some have invited them into their homes and backyards via Facetime or Zoom.  One boy even took them on a
virtual ride in his battery powered jeep. They described it as “the ride of their lives….so much fun!”
 
The program Deb was enrolled in was specifically aimed towards developing children's Ministry. Classes
included Biblical emphasis, theological basis and  practical applications.
 
The renovations, to be completed by fall, have been a true team effort. Rev. Susan worked with Deb and
Becky on the design, and our intrepid sexton, John Gastol, completed everything from purchasing and laying
new flooring and carpeting, to painting, to constructing walls and shelving.  At some point, Pilgrim will host an
open house so that the congregation and the greater Harwich community can see for themselves that our Drop
In Center is a place that offers a safe and loving after-school environment.
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Serve . . .

Kudos and thank you to Deb Larsson!



Dear Friends, 
 
At the heart of our community is a shared experience of worship. It is the vital tie that binds us together.
Even when we could not meet in person, we have continued to worship online since March using
Facebook and the Church website - PCCHP.org.
 
The response to these services has been robust and continues to tell us that they are meeting a need in
our church family, in the wider community on the Cape,  in New England and beyond. But as our nation
evaluates when and how to return to some of our more standard patterns of engagement, we are
cautiously exploring how and whether to hold worship in our sanctuary.   Several weeks ago we formed a
Task Force to evaluate this possibility. It consists of church leaders - John Geurtsen (Moderator), Susan
Langway and Sally Hunt (Deacons), Bud Dey (Trustees), Barbara Wellnitz (Church Council) Debbie
Larsson (Staff) and myself. 
 
We have looked at Governor Baker’s guidelines, medical research and public health best practices to
make sure we stay safe and offer the congregation every option for worship. In our two meetings
thus far, we have considered many ideas for summer gatherings - from worship on the lawn or parking lot,
to worship in Monbleau Hall and in the sanctuary, with many restrictions.  But we can only go so far without
hearing from all of you. Our evaluations will be enriched by your feedback and suggestions. We look
forward to hearing from you. If you did not receive the survey by email, and would like to fill out the nine-
question survey, please contact Val at 203-464-4470 or via email at office@pcchp.org.
 
Rev. Susan

 Still Going Strong....
 Pilgrim Outreach
Districts (PODS)

 

Pilgrim Outreach Districts (or PODS) help us stay connected. Each Pod has 8-10 families and
offers a way to stay in touch via Zoom meetings. If you  are not in a POD and would like to join
in, please contact Val at office@pcchp.org or 203-464-4470.

Serve . . .
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                from the office . . .

 
 
Many thanks to those of you who were able to complete our
survey. It will be an essential tool for the  "The New Normal Task
Force",  which has begun to study options for Pilgrim going
forward, including ways to reopen safely.  Members include Rev.
Susan, Bud Dey, John Guertsen, Sally Hunt, Susan Langway, Deb
Larsson, and Barbara Wellnitz.
 
If you have not been able to complete it, and would still like to, it is
NOT too late. Call Val at 203-464-4470 to answer the nine short
questions over the phone!

Happy Birthday!

 
 
Val & Ron Petersen will light the
steeple On June 7, 14, and 28 to
honor those who are saving lives
and providing spiritual guidance
during this difficult time.  On June
21st, they are honoring Val's son's
birthday. (Happy Birthday, dear
Tom!) 
 
Please continue to remember your
loved ones by lighting the steeple in
their honor.  

Contact office@pcchp.org
 

June 04:   Linda Johnson
June 08:   Faith Peterson
June 09:   Matt Scinto
June 11:   Maggie Schneider
June 11:   Marti Sekerak
June 15:   Carl Hayes
June 18:   Mary Chamberlain
June 18:   Barbara Prindle-Eaton
June 19:   Curtis Babb
June 24:   Jennifer Geurtsen
June 26:   Cindy Eldredge
June 27:   Sarah Babb
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Steeple Lightings

Congratulations to Pilgrim's
 2020 Monomoy Graduates!

Sara Babb
Ashley Hunt
Liam Mawn

&
Sean Gould

Sean Gould has been a member of Pilgrim Church since he was in
first grade. He played soccer and baseball for Monomoy and has
committed to Curry College, where he intends to major in Business
Administration and continue playing baseball. Sean recently said, 
 "Being so heavily involved in the community, school, sports, church,
volunteering and much more shaped me in to who I am today.
Growing up on Cape Cod has been an unbelievable experience, as I
have made great relationships and connections with so many
amazing people here."



Pilgrim Church IN THE MEDIA!
Cape Cod Times:
January 19 - MATTERS OF FAITH: Do we want to live
in a world of quid pro quo?
https://www.capecodtimes.com/opinion/20200119/matter
s-of-faith-do-we-want-to-live-in-world-of-quid-pro-quo
February 2 -MATTERS OF FAITH: My way or the
highway: Living in a partisan world  
https://www.capecodtimes.com/news/20200202/matters-
of-faith-my-way-or-highway-living-in-partisan-world
February 17 - MATTERS OF FAITH: Honesty, integrity
bedrock virtues of our Nation
https://www.capecodtimes.com/opinion/20190217/matter
s-of-faith-honesty-integrity-bedrock-virtues-of-our-nation
February 27 - "On the Mark" Ashes to Go
April 5, 2020 -  Churches, Synagogues, Mosques
Nonessential? Hardly.
https://www.capecodtimes.com/opinion/20200405/church
es-synagogues-mosques-nonessential-hardly
May 3 - MATTERS OF FAITH: Year of Wonder
BEST BETS & CapeCodOnline: David Roth worship
service. Watch for other events!
Cape Cod Chronicle: April 23 p. 43 "Pilgrim Kids
Program"  & weekly listings of worship services and
sermons; event listings in Almanac.
Arts Council Online Listings: David Roth Worship
Service. Watch for other events!

533 Route 28
PO Box 247
Harwich Port, MA 02646
 
508-432-1668
office@pcchp.org
www.pcchp.org

Pilgrim Congregational
Church
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